PARTIES

HROUGHOUT the English-speaking
world, politics are parry politics. But
neither in England nor in the United
States is it immediately clear why parties should have
acquired tlieir present hold on the political system*
In England the origins of party can be traced back to
Tudor times, and the first great split in English poli-
tics occurred over religion. Religion, however, is one
of the subjects on wiiich men cannot easily agree to
differ because they cannot admit that there are two
sides to the question. The truth that they hold is the
whole truth; those who disagree with them arc
damned eternally, and discussion is futile* TWTO cir-
cumstances, however, made it possible for parties to
develop in England around the religious core. The
first was the overwhelming strength in Tudor rimes
of the position of the Crown. Nowadays it is Parlia-
ment's business to take decisions but in Tudor times
decision lay with the Sovereign to whom Parliament
could at best make humble representations. Secondly,
the House of Commons, which was steadily gaining in
strength throughout the Tudor period, has always felt
that its main business was the redress of grievances,
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